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Two centuries ago when the kingdoms of Northern Europe were struggling for supremacy on the

Baltic and control of the narrow portal to the sea, there appeared a young prince, the marvel of his

age, who made himself the arbiter of these kingdoms and of their rulers. The military successes of

Charles the Twelfth of Sweden even forced obsequious consultation from the greater nations

beyond the fields of his conquest.
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Written by an officer of Charles xii, biased in a way that reveals a 17th century mind by an eye

witness

The author is actual John Gade. The main character is Carl Gustafson Klingspor.This is actually a

historical novel, NOT a first person account. I bought a copy of this book a few years back when I

first started researching Charles XII. I found the content too good to be true- why did no one ever



cite this Klingspor? I bought this book because the entry for Charles XII in the Dictionary of Military

Biography actually used this book as a source. Once I read a review from the Harvard Journal did I

realize it was fiction. I guess that is a kudos to the author for making it seem so authentic.If you like

historical fiction, it is five stars. If you are seriously researching the king, you need to look

elsewhere.
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